
Reception – Yearly Overview 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Themes for 

learning 

(These reflect the 

children’s interests 

and may change) 

Settling in to 

Reception(Starting 

school) 

Ourselves and our 

families 

Celebrations: 

Light festivals around 

the world 

Christmas 

 

Winter 

Arctic and Antarctica 

Chinese New Year 

New life – growing 

plants 

Minibeasts- 

Life cycles and 

habitats 

Dinosaurs 

Transport  

Summer 

Transition 

Communication 

& Language 

Learn and join in with songs and rhyme, paying attention to how they sound. 

Express ideas, feelings during circle time  

Engage in story times and non-fiction books.  

Describe events in detail. 

Learn new vocabulary- topic related  

Articulate ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences 

Ask questions to find out more. 

Personal, Social & 

Emotional 

Development 
 

Jigsaw scheme of 

work for 4 and 5 year 

olds 

Making friends and 

sharing 

Learning new routines 

and class rules 

(Class Charter) 

tooth brushing 

Jigsaw Being Me in 

My World 

Making friends and 

sharing 

Learning new routines 

and class rules 

(Class Charter) 

Jigsaw 

 Celebrating 

difference 

Turn taking and sharing 

resources 

toothbrushing 

Jigsaw 

 Dreams and Goals 

Penguin 

Turn taking and 

sharing resources 

Jigsaw  

Healthy Me 

Toothbrushing 

Jigsaw  

Relationships 

Colour Monsters 

Jigsaw  
Changing Me 

Transition to year 1 

Physical 

Development 

See whole school Salford PE scheme of work 

Outdoor provision 

Squiggle 

Dough disco 

Writing activities , fine motor patterns and mark making 

Classroom activities such as Funky Fingers 

 

Literacy Monster Phonics 

Give meaning to marks 

Letter formation 

Name writing 

Write simple words, labels and captions 

Book handling, reading simple words and storytelling 

Monster Phonics 

Letter formation 

Write labels and captions 

Book handling and storytelling 

Simple word and sentence writing 

Read simple words and sentences 

Mathematics 

 

See White Rose Maths Scheme 

 



Understanding 

the World 

Changing seasons 

Summer to Autumn 

Harvest 

Families (ourselves as 

babies – history) 

our community 

Celebrations: 

Guy Fawkes Night 

Diwali 

Remembrance Day 

Advent 

Christmas 

Environment and 

recycling 

Nocturnal animals and 

hibernation 

Children in Need 

Charities 

Geography – simple 

map of school 

Arctic and Antarctica 

animals, environment, 

Science: melting -solids 

to liquids 

Chinese New Year, 

colourful celebrations 

around the world 

School polytunnel and 

garden: growing 

vegetables from seed 

Farms – (history 

compare machinery 

such as tractor and 

horse and plough) 

Spring 

Easter 

 

Life cycles 

Minibeasts – life 

cycles, habitats,  

Healthy lifestyle 

 

Transport –(History: 

comparing past and 

modern vehicles) 

Changing seasons/ 

weather: Summer 

Expressive Arts & 

Design 

 

Sing in a group or on their own matching pitch and melody. 

Explore and refine artistic effects through paint, malleable and construction. 

Develop storylines in role play. 

Listen attentively, talk about and move to music expressing feeling and responses. 

 

 


